" He had ambition enough to keep him from being
satisfied with his own Condition. He indulged his Palate
very much, He had a Fancy sharp and luxuriant, but so
carefully cultivated and strictly guarded that he never was
heard to speak a loose or prophanc word. He was in his
Nature inclined to Pride and Passion and to a Humour
between  Wrangling  and  Disputing,  very troublesome,
which good Company in a short time so much reformed
and mastered that no Man was more affable and courteous
to all kinds of persons. That which supported and rendered
him generally acceptable was his Generosity (for he had
too much a contempt of Money). His Integrity was ever
without Blemish, and believed to be above Temptation/'
In addition he had a passion for business, a love of au-
thority, more than usual far-sightedness, a great devotion
to the Church of England, strong moral principles and a
pedagogic manner. The Lords Capel, Hopton, and Cul-
pepper and the Bishops of Armagh and Salisbury com-
pleted the council. None of the three noblemen was on
friendly terms with another, and the whole group had ap-
parently been gathered together that they might check
each other. They performed this function so well that they
hardly ever reached a decision, no matter how pressing the
emergency.

Another blow to Charles' hope of glory was a letter from
his father ordering him never to risk himself by adven-
turing with the army in the field, but always to remain in
strong garrisons. His council was instructed to see that
this was done. His martial ardour dashed and his opinion
of administrative business lowered by the futile angry
sessions of his advisers, the Prince relinquished his dreams,
He was not one to be forever cast down by the refusal of
fate to play the game his way. He endured with the pa-
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